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enough it had some origin as a war of religious dispute,
a dispute and a quarrel which remains in some sense to
this day. The Orthodox Church (Greek) and the Latin
Church (Rome) both demanded the care and custodianship
of the Holy Places in Palestine. Russia backed the Greek
claims, and in view of the large number of Christians of
the Greek Church in the Turkish Empire, put forward
her own claims to be their special guardian.

But for many years now France had been pleased to
pose as the protectorate of Christians, especially all those
odd churches in Syria and elsewhere in communion with
the Church of Rome, a claim and a desire not without
its humorous aspects. From this eventually rose a quarrel
between the Powers which ended in the Turkish War,
and which owed a good deal of its origin to Britain taking
an entirely sentimental view of the possibility of Ottoman
Turkey to come again and reform herself. There was a
great Congress at Vienna, something like a League of
Nations, assembled in 1853 to prevent war! It resulted
in the horrors of Varna and the miseries of the first
unorganized winter in the Crimea. Incidentally, be it
remarked, because the fact is ignored, the said miseries
were largely due to the destruction by a phenomenal
storm, of the British store ships, that had arrived, but had
not yet been unloaded.

It is a curious fact that the question of the Spanish
Succession brought on deadly war again between France
and Spain in our own time. Up till 1866 when the German
King beat the Austrian Emperor and founded the new
German Empire, it was the Emperor of the French,
who thought he led Europe in military prestige, he
who had the Crimea and Syria and Magenta behind
him, who created the war atmosphere. He now sensed a
rival, and when there was the candidature of a Hohen-
zoliera Prince for the crown of Spain, all France was up
in arms.